
Kimberly Bowen
Colorado Western & Wildlife Artist

By Lillian Perry

“Eyes of 50 Winters”
22” x 19” x 1” Acrylic

Born in southern California, Kimberly’s biggest passion was riding her horses, and
drawing and painting them. In 1994, she, her husband and one-year-old son moved to
Colorado. Largely a self-taught artist, she was inspired by the beautiful scenic state and
its wildlife. She had always used conventional methods for drawing and painting horses,
but in 1997 she started painting on a very different type of medium.

Twelve years later, she is still enjoying this unique mixed media full time. Exploring
many different subjects beyond her beloved western horse, she now paints wildlife,
canines, landscapes and western-themed portraitures and all on Arizona flagstone. The
small, watercolor paintings on small stones have given way to acrylic renditions on large
stones measuring up to three foot by four foot, and weighing in at a very hefty weight.
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Kimberly’s work is simply a personal exploration of a vision, nature, shape, color and
texture-one that has been ongoing for several years. To achieve a more natural setting,
she has chosen Arizona flagstone as a medium instead of canvas. Utilizing the natural
textures, acrylic paints, along with the warm tones of the stone bring out a different
personality in every painting. Specializing in horses, wildlife, and landscapes, this
medium sometimes gives the appearance of two-dimensions allowing the subjects to
come alive.

Once the paintings are completed, they are then sealed and placed in a custom wrought
iron stand giving it a beautiful yet rustic feel. Other applications for exhibiting these
works of art include; our custom three prong wall hangers-giving the opportunity to hang
and display almost anywhere, or they can be built into decorative stone walls, fireplace
surrounds, tile cut for a more contemporary western feel, or just stand alone in an entry or
foyer.

“Don’t Mess With Me”
24” x 24” x 1” Acrylic
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Kimberly’s love for animals and the enjoyment of painting them has been a passion since
she could pick up a pencil. “Using smoky colors and adding kindness to the animals eyes
bring out the beauty and warmth of these images which are intended to convey my
general happiness about life and the joy to create such a unique piece of art to last for
years to come.”

Using meticulous detail, she incorporates the stone’s texture to bring the paintings to life.
The joy, she says, “…is that the final painting invites you to actually touch it, run your
hand over it as if you could chip the bark right off the tree, feel a horse’s forelock and
mane, or lift the feathers of a bird.” Her paintings also beckon people to just sit and stare
for a while. With a number of display options, including custom wrought iron wall
hangers, table or floor stands, the paintings are easy to stare at.

Her work has been selected as the cover art of a recently published book. She has also
been identified in magazines and newspapers. She’s won a few minor awards and is
currently displayed in many homes, lodges, offices, galleries, source books, catalogs and
retail stores. She participates in several different juried exhibitions in the western United
States and is commissioned for paintings throughout the year.

“That’s Alot of Bull”
31” x 26” x 1.5” Acrylic
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