
Land of The Cross River Gorilla: A Glimpse of Eden

By Daniel Taylor

As a High Realist Wildlife Artist my wife Ginette and I recently took part in an
extraordinary expedition, which we could have never anticipated. An expedition deep
into the mysterious heartland of the Lebialem Highland rainforest of south west
Cameroon -- in search of the most endangered primate of Africa, the Cross River Gorilla,
with only 250-300 individuals left in the wild. This would be an adventure so few
would be privileged to undertake, nor may wish to as it was certainly not a luxury safari
and definitely not for the faint of heart!

Exploring its habitat with two directors of the African Conservation Foundation, Arend
de Haas and Louis Nkembi, I would be the first artist ever to create a painted rendition of
this elusive, intelligent animal on canvas, bringing to the world the needed attention
toward its critically endangered status.

Cross River Gorilla
Taken on: 11/22/2007

Canon EOS 40D
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This expedition required surviving upon one-month food supplies. Following one of the
many long arduous journeys, on heavily eroded red soiled roads, we met at a palace with
a great assembly of chiefs and a local Fon (King) asking permission to pass through their
village land in search of the gorillas. The local villages are very deprived of basic living
needs. We explained the mission of our expedition and what we could offer in return
toward the survival of both the gorillas and the villagers. The project’s strategy is to assist
the local people with alternative income generating opportunities, such as wildlife
farming, beekeeping and eco-tourism, which will reduce the demand for bush meat.

When we arrived at our base camp we were greeted by many children and 5 women soon
to find that this large group are the wives and children of our guide, a kind and handsome
man in his early 50's whom we affectionately called 'Play-Boy'. As he is a former
poacher, we asked how many Gorillas has he had killed but he couldn't recall – too many
to count!

Early next morning we got a wake up call at 5 am by a rooster right next to our tent.
Quickly eating and readying our gear we soon started our immediate decent deep into the
valley below, greatly anticipating what we are going to find.
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