Mark Hallett

Paleo Wildlife Artist
By Lillian Perry

In 1952 when Mark was only 4 %%, and had just viewed the black-and-white reproductions
of dinosaurs in a book and announced his wish to see them at the city zoo, my father and
mother told me dinosaurs wer e extinct. This came as a terrible shock and after this fact
had sunk in, these and other prehistoric beasts were forever to occupy his mind, and he
started to draw them. Lots of them. They were the typical balloon like outline drawings
of aimost all young children, but they were vividly real. Fast-forward 56 years, and it's
dtill the case. In spite of whatever it is Mark has the exciting challenge of restoring (the
scientific word for showing an ancient animal in the flesh, as opposed to reconstructing,
the job of making an idealized drawing of the often incomplete skeleton), there’s aways
an invisible version of the creature prowling around in his mind.

“Thunder Across the Delta’
Carcharodontosaurus, and Deltadromaeus
40" x 31" gouache on board. 1996.
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